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AGA’s mission is to serve 

professionals in the government 

financial management community 

by providing quality education, 

fostering professional 

development and certification, and 

supporting standards and research 

to advance government 

accountability. 

 

                 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT… 

Hello Denver AGA members! 

 I hope everyone is staying warm and in good spirits as we enter 

the homestretch of the winter months.  It’s hard to believe, as I watch 

the snow fall outside my window, that warmer weather and spring 

flowers are not all that far away. 

 

 This month marks the one-year anniversary of the passage of 

the federal Recovery Act.  As I am sure you have seen, there has been 

much discussion about how effective the Recovery Act has been in 

reviving the economy and creating jobs.  As government accountability 

professionals, many of us are in the unique position of being able to 

address these questions.  Our work in 2010 should provide the public 

with a more accurate assessment of the effects of the federal stimulus 

money. 

 

 I would like to encourage everyone to attend our annual 

Professional Development Conference (PDC) next month (March 10th 

and 11th).  Our PDC co-chairs, Cheri Frazell and Kari Grimshaw, have put 

together an outstanding program that will appeal to professionals at all 

governmental levels (e.g., federal, state, and local).  Highlights include 

sessions on the Recovery Act, new initiatives with GASB and FASAB, 

forensic accounting, and ethics.  A complete agenda can be found on 

our website at www.denveraga.org.  I look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

 Finally, as is discussed later in the newsletter, we are beginning 

the process of recruiting new Board members.  Being on the Board is a 

great way to build leadership skills and network, and I would 

encourage everyone to consider joining in the next year!      

 

                                                                                              --Eric  Johnson 

 

http://www.denveraga.org/


Call to Service – 

Experience the Benefits of  

Serving on the AGA Denver Board 

 
By: Jeremy Cockrum 

 

It is time for you to make a difference!  AGA Denver is now accepting nominations for our next board, which 

will begin service on July 1, 2010.  I invite you to serve regardless of how long, if at all, you have been an AGA 

member or been employed in the accountability profession.  Actually, the benefits of serving on our board will 

prove especially fruitful if you are new to Denver, new to AGA, early in your career, or thinking of a career 

change.  Following are just a few of the key benefits you will experience from serving on the board. 

 

 Build leadership skills 

o You may be invited to attend the National AGA National Leadership Conference or Sectional 

Leadership Conference, all expenses paid. 

o Ability to influence the structure and organization of our annual professional development 

conference. 

o Create, lead and manage projects that benefit members and fulfill our mission. 

 Networking 

o Opportunity to attend regional and national AGA conferences. 

o Unique, one-on-one face time with officials from academia, the private sector, and local, state, 

and federal government.  Many of these individuals are, or have easy access to, major decision 

makers in their organization. 

 Make an Impact on the Accountability Profession 

o You will have a voice in the decision making process.  For example, you will have the 

opportunity to recommend training, events, and projects that AGA Denver provides to members 

and nonmembers. 

 

For the full list of board positions, please visit http://www.denveraga.org/roster.html.  Please contact me if you 

are up for the challenge or if you would like to nominate someone to serve in any of these positions. 

 

Jeremy Cockrum – 303-572-7342 or cockrumj@gao.gov 
 

ACCOUNTING STUDENTS ORGANIZATION 
ORGANIZATION/CERTIFICATION NIGHT at 

METROPOLITAN STATE COLLEGE OF DENVER 
 

On Friday, February 5, Glenn Struemph and LaVerle Kepler represented the Denver AGA Chapter at the 
ASO Organization/Certification Night that was held at the Metropolitan State College of Denver Auraria 
Campus.  This was a chance to meet current account students and give them an overview of what AGA is and 
can do for them in the future careers.  At the same time, Glenn and LaVerle visited with the students about 
the benefits of obtaining AGA’s CGFM Certification, especially for those students interested in a government 
service career.  It was also interesting to hear the viewpoints of accounting students in today’s environment.   
 When an opportunity like this comes along again, both Glenn and LaVerle would like to encourage all 
AGA members to participate.  It’s a great opportunity to enlist potential future AGA members, while at the 
same time hearing and learning what future accounting professionals are feeling and saying. 
  

http://www.denveraga.org/roster.html
mailto:cockrumj@gao.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-Fourth Annual 

Professional Development Conference 

 

 

“The Future of Government Accounting  

and Auditing. . .” 

 

 

March 10-11, 2010 

At  

Red Lion Hotel 
3200 South Parker Road 

Aurora, CO 80014 
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Itinerary 

Wednesday March 10, 2010  

7:00-7:55 Registration-Continental Breakfast 

 

7:55-8:00 “Welcome” 
  Eric Johnson, AGA Denver Chapter President 
 
8:00-8:55 “Recovery Act” 

Government Accountability Office and Department of the Interior OIG  

 

9:00-9:55 “Recovery Act in Detail” 

  Breakout session:   

State and Local- Brian Lepore, Government Accountability Office   

Federal- William H. McMullen, Department of the Interior OIG 

 

10:00-10:55 “Audit Initiatives” 

  Rod Filliben, Partner, KPMG 

 

11:00-11:55 “XBRL and Interactive Data” 

  Kristine Brands, Assistant Professor, Regis University 

 

12:00-12:55 Lunch 

 

1:00-1:55 “Forensic Accounting” 

  Lewis Koski, Colorado State Department of Revenue 

 

2:00-3:55 “New Accounting Initiatives” 

  Breakout session:   

State and Local- Lisa Avis, Government Accounting and Standards Board 

Federal- Julie Ranagan, Federal Accounting Standards Advisory Board 

 

4:00-4:55 “Accounting Transparency and New Systems” 

  Breakout session:   

State and Local- David McDermott, Colorado State Controller 

Federal- Leslie Peabody, Bureau of Land Management  

 

 

  



Itinerary 

Thursday March 11, 2010  

7:30-8:00 Registration-Continental Breakfast 

 

8:00-8:55 “What’s New at AGA” 

Bobby Derrick, Past AGA National President 

 

9:00-9:55 “ARRA Program and Risk Management” 

Price Waterhouse Coopers 

 

10:00-10:55 “The Balances Scorecard Applied to Governments” 

  Dr. James Sorensen, Professor, Denver University  

 

11:00-11:55 “Budget and How it Relates to Accountants” 

Breakout session:   

State and Local- Lisa Esgar, Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of State Planning and Budgeting 

Federal- Hugh Morrison, Assistant Regional Director of Budget and Administration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Russ Harmon, Comptroller for Region 10, Environmental Protection Agency 

 

12:00-12:55 Lunch 

 

1:00-1:55 “Internal Controls” 

  Sonya Laveau, Business Advisory Services, Hein and Associates  

 

2:00-2:55 “Auditing” 

  Breakout session:   

State and Local- Sally Symanski, Colorado State Auditor  

               Dennis Gallagher, Denver Auditor 

Federal- James Herbic, Department of Defense, Office of Inspector General 

 

3:00-3:55 “Ethics” 

  Breakout session:   

State and Local- Jane Feldman, Executive Director, State of Colorado Independent Ethics Commission 

Federal- Matt Parsons, Attorney Advisor for Ethics, U.S. Department of Interior Ethics Office 

 

4:00-4:55 “Common Elements of Uncommon Leadership: Best & Current Practices” 

Joe Schumacher, Training Program Director, Office of Personnel Management 

 

5:00-  President’s Happy Hour- in part sponsored by PWC 

 

  

ITȭS NOT TOO LATE!!! 

YOU CAN STILL REGISTER FOR THIS EXCITING EVENT. 

JUST COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION FORM ON THE NEXT PAGE! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REGISTRATION FORM 
Please Print or Type 

Last Name:      First Name:      

AGA Member #:             

E-mail Address:             

Work Phone #:             

Employer:             

Mailing Address:            

City:     State:    ZIP:     

Please let us know if you have any Special Needs (Dietary and/or Accessibility): 

               

            

Early Registration        Registration 

   (Postmarked before 2/13/2010)      (Postmarked after 2/13/2010) 

 

AGA Member   at $250     AGA Member   at $275   

Non-AGA Member at $275     Non-AGA Member at $300   

Single Day Rate  at $150     Single Day Rate  at $175   

 

Registration Information 

Registration includes continental breakfast, lunch, and all technical sessions for each day of registration.  PDC attendees 
earn 15 CPE credits hours if attended both days.  Mail registration form to: AGA Denver Chapter, PO Box 2607722, 
Lakewood, CO 80226-0722 Attn: Kari Grimshaw or email kari_grimshaw@fws.gov or cheri_frazell@fws.gov.   

If you have any questions please call Kari at (303) 984-6807 or Cheri Frazell (303) 984-6845. 

 
Payment Options- Check or credit card 
 
Make Check or Purchase Order payable to AGA Denver Chapter  

 
Credit Cards 
 Visa    MC     Amex 

Exp Date    

Card #     

Billing Name    

Contact phone #   

  

 

23rd ANNUAL PDC 

“Future of Government Accounting and Auditing. . . . .” 

March 10-11, 2010 

 

mailto:kari_grimshaw@fws.gov
mailto:cheri_frazell@fws.gov


 
AGA Denver Chapter Officers and Directors for 2009-2010 

Elected Officer Positions   Name Office E-mail Address Phone 

            

PRESIDENT   Eric Johnson Colorado State Auditor eric.johnson@state.co.us   

PRES-ELECT   Jeremy Cockrum GAO cockrumj@gao.gov 303-869-2854 

VP-PDC (co-chair)   Cheri Frazell DOI-FWS Cheri_Frazell@fws.gov 303-572-7342 

VP-PDC (co-chair)   Kari Grimshaw FWS Kari_Grimshaw@fws.gov 303-984-6845 

VP-COMMUNICATIONS   Laverle Kepler NBC laverle_e_kepler@nbc.gov 303-984-6807 

VP-PROGRAMS   Gwenna Zacchini DOI-MMS Gwenna.Zacchini@mms.gov 303-969-7421 

SECRETARY   Donna Piazza NBC donna_d_piazza@nbc.gov 303-231-3513 

TREASURER   Doug Griffin DOL dgriffin@ix.netcom.com 303-236-0330 

          720-264-3235 

Appointed Board Positions           

DIR- AWARDS   Jennifer Leone GAO leonej@gao.gov   

DIR- CGFM PROGRAMS   David O'Farrell Boulder ofarrelld@bouldercolorado.gov 303-572-7346 

DIR- COMMUNITY SERVICE   Debra Clark   debraclark73@hotmail.com 303-441-3871 

DIR- EARLY CAREERS         303-437-9199 

DIR- EDUCATION           

DIR- EMERGING ISSUES   James Herbic DoD OIG james.herbic@dodig.mil   

DIR- MEMBERSHIP   Miriam Banach DOI-MMS miriam.banach@mms.gov 303- 676-3280    

DIR-PUBLICTIY         303-231-3231 

DIR-RECOGNITION           

DIR-SCHOLARSHIPS   Debra Haynes City/County of Denver Debra.Haynes@ci.denver.co.us   

DIR-EMPLOYMENT   Brad Gunther City/County of Denver Brad.Gunther@Denvergov.org 720-913-6336 

DIR-AGENCY 
COORDINATION   Jennifer Leone GAO leonej@gao.gov 303-446-3493 

DIR-
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS   James Herbic DoD OIG james.herbic@dodig.mil 303-572-7346 

Webmaster   Karl Greve Colorado PERA kgreve@copera.org 303- 676-3280    

          303-837-6218 

Other Leadership Members           

Past Regional Vice President   Karla GomezMeyer City/County of Denver 
Karla.Gomez-
Meyer@ci.denver.co.us   

Regional Vice President   Glen Struemph DFAS Glennon.Struemph@dfas.mil 720-913-1544 

Past National President   Jeff Hart EPA Hart.Jeff@epamail.epa.gov 303-676-7264 

          303-312-6169 

      

 

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY NOTICES YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE POSTED IN THIS 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE E-MAIL THEM TO THE AGA E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

DenverAGA@gmail.com  
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