
   

 
From the President… 
 
March 24, 2009 
 
 
Jobs, Jobs, Jobs! 
 
We hear the cry every day in the newspapers, on radio, on television, 
and on the web.  Most, but not all Denver Chapter AGA members are 
working, and how lucky we are to have secure jobs in this economy.  
The AGA Denver Chapter website posts jobs that we have been in-
formed are open.  Take a look sometime to see what is there.  The ad-
dress is 
www.denveraga.org/. 
 
I checked the USA jobs website today and found 3,971 Federal job an-
nouncements open for grades 7 - 13 under the heading “Accounting, 
Budget, and Finance.” There were 150 of these job openings in Colo-
rado.  There were 168 on http://www.federaljobsearch.com/Cat/
CO_accounting_finance_job_17.asp?cid=0&tid=51205017. 
 
If you know about a job announcement in your agency or in another 
agency, please share it with the Denver Chapter so we can put it on our 
website right away.  Let’s help our fellow members find the job match 
we all want for ourselves.  Send copies of job announcements to AGA 
Denver Director of Employment, Kari Grimshaw, at 
Kari_Grimshaw@fws.gov. 

 
SO, YOU THINK YOU ARE GOOD WITH NUMBERS? 
 
ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A 5TH GRADER? 
 
SEE IF YOU CAN SOLVE THIS PROBLEM.  GO TO THE DENVER AGA 
WEBSITE AT www.denveraga.org/ AND SEE IF YOUR ANSWER OPENS 
THE SPREAD SHEET.  IF IT DOES, ADD YOUR NAME, SAVE THE SHEET 
AND SEND THE PROBLEM TO YOUR FRIENDS WITH THE SPREAD 
SHEET ATTACHED. 

GOOD LUCK!!! 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Upcoming Training Events . . . 
 
Denver AGA Chapter Events  
When:  Wednesday, April 8, 2009  (2 CPE)  
  
Topic:  The Future of Auditing – Which Direction(s) Are We Heading? 
  
Speakers:  Jeanette M. Franzel, CGFM, CPA, Director of Financial Management and Assurance, 
US Government Accountability Office; David R. Hancox, CGFM, CIA, Audit Director, Office of the 
State Comptroller, State of New York; and Drummond Kahn, CGFM, CIA, Director of Audit Ser-
vices, City of Portland, Oregon.  
  
Where:  Simms Landing Restaurant, 6th & Simms (11911 West 6th Ave.), Lakewood 
  
Time:  11:00 Check in; 11:30 Lunch; 12:00 – 2:00 Presentation 
  
Cost:  $25 for AGA members; $35 for Nonmembers  
 
RSVP:  Glen Struemph at 303-676-7264 or glennon.struemph@dfas.mil by Noon, Wednesday 
April 1, 2009 
  
Upcoming AGA Audio Conferences Sponsored by the Denver AGA Chapter: 
 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009:  Ethics  (This audio conference will be included as part of the Denver 
AGA Chapter Professional Development Conference — see announcement on next page.) 

 

From the President, continued . . . 

For all you brainiacs out there . . . see if you can get the answer to this 
math question. The answer is the password to the spreadsheet. Once you get 
the answer you can add your name.  
  
Okay:  are you smarter than a 5th grader . . . ?  
 
This is a 5th grade math problem. If you can open the spreadsheet, you'll 
see it's a very small list of people who have gotten the correct number. 
This is not a trick question. This is a real math problem so don't say that 
the bus doesn't have legs.  
 
Problem:  There are 7 girls in a bus. Each girl has 7 backpacks. In each backpack, 
there are 7 big cats. For every big cat, there are 7 little cats.  
The bus driver is not in the bus at this time.  
Question: How many legs are there in the bus? (The number of legs is the password to 
unlock the excel spreadsheet. If you open it, add your name, save it, and 
then send it on to see who else can unlock it.) 
 
See you at the April 8 Chapter lunch! 
 
Doug Griffin 
Denver AGA Chapter President  
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Twenty-Third Annual 
Professional Development Conference 

 

Managing and Monitoring Public Funds 
In Today’s Economy 

 

May 13 and 14, 2009 
at 

DeVry University 
1870 W. 122nd 

Westminster Colorado 80234 
 

Recipients of AGA Denver Chapter Awards 

 will be announced during the PDC 
 

Registration Rates 
 

Postmarked before May 1, 2009/Postmarked May 1, 2009 or later 
AGA Member:              $250/$275 
NON AGA Member:     $275/$300 
Single Day Rate:          $200/$200 

 
Mail registration forms and payment to:  AGA Denver Chapter, PO Box 

260722, Lakewood, CO 80226-0722 Attention:  Gail Bruce 
 

Program registration forms available at www.denveraga.org 
 
Hotels within about one mile from DeVry University: 
La Quinta: Cherry Creek , 345 W 120th Ave, Denver, CO  - (303) 252-9800 
Extended Stay America , 1291 W 120th Ave, Denver, CO  - (303) 280-0111   
Fairfield Inn by Marriott Denver, 12080 Melody Drive, Westminster, CO - (303) 255-3100 
Comfort Suites , 12085 Delaware St., Westminster, CO  - (303) 429-3300  
Ramada Northglenn, 10 E. 120th Ave., Northglenn, CO  - (303) 452-4100  
 

—Please join us for this important and timely discussion— 
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Former OMB management chief named to head Recovery Act implementation 
By Tom Shoop tshoop@govexec.com March 23, 2009  
 
The White House announced Monday that G. Edward DeSeve, a former high-ranking management 
official in the Clinton administration, would coordinate efforts at the Office of Management and 
Budget to implement the recently enacted economic stimulus package.  In his new position,  
DeSeve will serve as a special advisor to President Obama and assistant to Vice President Biden. 
He will focus on managing interagency efforts to address provisions of the 2009 American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. That work, the White House said, would complement oversight efforts 
led by Earl Devaney, head of the Recovery Act Accountability and Transparency Board. 
 
DeSeve currently is a senior lecturer at the Fels Institute for Government of the University of  
Pennsylvania. He was deputy director for management at OMB during the latter part of President  
Clinton's term in office. During DeSeve's tenure, he was a key player in coordinating the federal re-
sponse to the Y2K computer issue. 
 
Before serving at OMB, DeSeve was the chief financial officer at the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development from 1993 to 1994. Prior to that, he worked in the financial services industry in 
the private sector. DeSeve also has worked for the city of Philadelphia and as a special assistant to 
Pennsylvania Gov. Robert Casey. As deputy director for management, DeSeve was responsible for 
coordinating the government's financial management, regulatory, procurement and information 
technology policies. 
 
Source:  http://www.agacgfm.org/homepage.aspx  

 

AGA RESEARCH STUDY SEES BRIGHT FUTURE FOR XBRL USE 
IN STATE/LOCAL GOVERNMENTS  
 
Research studied the creation of XBRL-enhanced CAFR Statements in the state of Oregon  
 
Alexandria, VA (November 19, 2008) – Using XBRL (short for eXtensible Business Reporting 
Language) in public sector financial reporting is the subject of a research study, released in Sep-
tember 2008 by the Association of Government Accountants (AGA).   This report entitled, XBRL 
and Public Sector Financial Reporting: Standardized Business Reporting: the Oregon CAFR Pro-
ject, studied the feasibility of developing and using an XBRL taxonomy to tag data in a state’s Com-
prehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). It is the first actual pilot implementation of XBRL in the 
governmental sector.  
 
AGA’s research team built a taxonomy that tagged two statements in the Oregon CAFR: the State-
ment of Activities and the Statement of Net Assets. The taxonomy was used to reproduce an in-
stance document with tagged data. The data was then rendered (reproduced) in the form of the 
original statements. The taxonomy included 150 Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB)-compliant tagged data elements.  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
 



 5 

 

AGA Research Study Continued... 
 
The report describes the research effort, provides a brief technical overview of XBRL, and con-
tains graphics demonstrating the processes of converting the CAFR data into XBRL, creating 
the instance document and rendering the instance document into a readable conventional file 
format.  
 
The significant findings of the research were that:  
1) A CAFR taxonomy for all states would have to be at a relatively high level since line items 
(at least by title) are likely to vary considerably among the states.  
2) There are good reasons for looking at XBRL to improve the handling, exchange and report-
ing of public sector financial information.  
3) There is a tremendous opportunity for more research in this area and an even greater op-
portunity for improved municipal reporting.  
 
Major XBRL projects at the FDIC and United Technologies have clearly demonstrated better 
data faster, and an XBRL project involving municipal reporting in the Netherlands reported 
greater efficiency resulting in 75-percent time savings for the creation of financial reports for 
the balances of accounts and budgets for test municipalities. Prior to XBRL, the creation of 
these reports entailed labor-intensive activities, much like the creation of external reports in the 
U.S. public sector.  
 
“Governments today compete for capital around the globe electronically. Our XBRL invest-
ments in an efficient global marketplace today will help sow the seeds for lower interest cost 
tomorrow,” says Oregon State Controller John Radford. “For government financial statement 
preparers, the marginal cost to convert existing financial reports in XBRL will increase market 
efficiency, and that’s a good thing. Our experience in Oregon is that the actual cost is slightly  
more than converting existing files from spreadsheets and word processors to XBRL. As mar-
ket players convert to XBRL, state and local governments should be ready.”  
 
The report is the product of a research project sponsored by PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP’s 
(PwC) Federal Consulting Practice. The authors of this research report are Chon Abraham, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of Management Information Systems (MIS), College of William and 
Mary and Joseph L. Kull, CGFM, CPA, Director, PwC.  
 
To view the report, visit: www.agacgfm.org/research/downloads/CPAGNo16.pdf.  Questions: 
Contact Anna Miller at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 313. 
 
Source:  http://www.agacgfm.org/ 
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AGA Denver Chapter Officers and Directors for 2008-2009  

Elected Officer Positions Name Office email phone 
     
PRESIDENT Doug Griffin DOL dgriffin@ix.netcom.com 720-264-3235 

PRES-ELECT Eric Johnson CO State Auditor's Office eric.johnson@state.co.us 303-869-2854 

VP-PDC Debra Clark   debraclark73@hotmail.com 303-437-9199 

VP-COMMUNICATIONS Sally Symanski CO State Auditor's Office Sally.Symanski@state.co.us 303-869-2800 

VP-PROGRAMS Gwenna Zacchini DOI-MMS Gwenna.Zacchini@mms.gov 303-231-3513 

SECRETARY Gail Bruce WAPA gbruce@wapa.gov 720-962-7481 

TREASURER Jeremy Cockrum GAO cockrumj@gao.gov 303-572-7342 

     

Appointed Board Positions     

DIR- AWARDS Jennifer Leone GAO leonej@gao.gov 303-572-7346 

DIR- CGFM PROGRAMS David O'Farrell Boulder ofarrelld@bouldercolorado.gov 303-441-3871 

DIR- COMMUNITY SERVICE Cheri Frazell DOI-FWS Cheri_Frazell@fws.gov 303-984-6845 

DIR- EARLY CAREERS Jeremy Cockrum GAO cockrumj@gao.gov 303-572-7342 

DIR- EDUCATION Julia Shively CO State Auditor’s Office juliashively@juno.com 303-869-2826 

DIR- EMERGING ISSUES James Herbic DoD OIG james.herbic@dodig.mil 303- 676-3280     

DIR- MEMBERSHIP Michelle Dimodica Clifton Gunderson CPA michelledimodica@yahoo.com 303-241-3522  

DIR-PUBLICTIY Laverle Kepler NBC laverle_e_kepler@nbc.gov 303-969-5327 

DIR-RECOGNITION Gail Bruce WAPA gbruce@wapa.gov 720-962-7481 

DIR-SCHOLARSHIPS Debra Haynes City/County of Denver Debra.Haynes@ci.denver.co.us 720-913-6336  

DIR-EMPLOYMENT Kari Grimshaw FWS kari.grimshaw@fws.gov 303-984-6807 

DIR-AGENCY 
COORDINATION Jennifer Leone GAO leonej@gao.gov 303-572-7346 

DIR-INTERGOV. RELATIONS Brad Gunther City/County of Denver Brad.Gunther@Denvergov.org 303-446-3493 

Webmaster Karl Greve Colorado PERA kgreve@copera.org 303-837-6218 

     

Other Leadership Members     

Regional Vice President Karla Gomez-Meyer City/County of Denver 
Karla.Gomez-
Meyer@ci.denver.co.us 720-913-1544 

Regional Vice President Elect Glen Struemph DFAS Glennon.Struemph@dfas.mil 303-676-7264 

Past National President Jeff Hart EPA Hart.Jeff@epamail.epa.gov 303-312-6169 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


